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2 Kilkivan to Kingaroy Rail Trail

Old railway sign south of Goomeri

 The first 45km from Kilkivan to Murgon has a natural surface which 
consists of sand, gravel, ballast and grass, making a mountain bike 
the best choice. The remaining section from Murgon to Kingaroy has a 
sealed bitumen surface suitable for a wide range of bicycles.

“The Nanango Branch Railway was a narrow-gauge rail line from 
Maryborough to Nanango passing through Theebine, Kilkivan, 
Goomeri and Kingaroy.
On 31 October 1882, parliament approved the construction of the 
branch line from Theebine to Kilkivan after gold and copper were 
discovered in the region.
The rail line was opened in two stages – to Dickabram on 1 
January 1886 after completion of two crossings of the Mary River 
and to Kilkivan on 6 December 1886.
Parliament approved an extension of the line south west to what 
became Kingaroy on 12 December 1900. 
The extension was completed in three stages.
Kilkivan to Goomeri opened in August 1902 and had bridges 
across Wide Bay Creek and Kinbombi Creek.
Goomeri to Murgon was finished in September 1903 and had 
bridges across Nangur Creek and two across Jura Creek.
Murgon to Kingaroy was completed in December 1904.
Railway construction forged the development of settlements 
along its path – Kilkivan, Goomeri, Murgon, Wondai and Kingaroy 
townships were thus established.”
Source: Wikipedia

“The Kilkivan to Kingaroy Rail Trail official opening occurred in 
September 2017 more than three years after the Queensland 
Government funded $2 million project was announced, and more 
than six years after the Theebine to Kingaroy railway line was 
closed.
At the opening, South Burnett Mayor Keith Campbell told the 
audience the 88km long trail had two parts – the sealed South 
Burnett Rail Trail between Kingaroy and Murgon which was 
43.5km long and only open to cyclists and pedestrians, but 
not horses because it crossed the Tick Line, and the unsealed 
44.5km section between Murgon and Kilkivan which was open to 
horse riders as well.
In the South Burnett, the trail crosses nine bridges and 22 roads, 
and the Council has planted 7000 native seedlings along its 
length to provide future shade as well as habitat corridors for 
wildlife.”
Source: southburnett.com.au 
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